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Crime and Punishment/Citizenship KS2/3 

Survive the Middle Ages  
The Manor Court and its role in 
controlling villagers’ lives is explored in 
a fast and fun game of tag with taxes. 
Will your group have what it takes to 
survive the many obstacles faced by 
people in the middle ages? 
 

Hue and Cry 
Roleplay for the whole class that 
explores Saxon/Norman law and order. 
Villagers have to discover who the 
felons in their midst then get everyone 
involved in a ‘Hue & Cry’. 

Court Capers 
Acting as judge and jury to a fascinating 
assortment of crimes that were tried at 
Oakham Castle over its 800 year 
history.  
  

Trial by Oath  
Saxon trials explored in an Oaths 
market place to save a classmates life. 
 

Trail by Ordeal  
Popular in the later Middle Ages, but 
not with witches. Endure the agony of 
hot irons (not really!) and find out which 
witches are innocent by God’s 
intervention. 

 
 
 

Tudor Trials   
Scripts based on genuine Tudor trials 
are rehearsed and performed. Pupils 
learn much about Tudor society and 
particularly the harsh treatment of 
children who have committed minor 
crimes. Pupils enjoy the chance to 
heckle as felons get carted off. 
 

A Day in the Life of  a 
Victorian Prisoner 
The development of prison as form of 
punishment is explained by a Victorian 
prison officer and compared with 
modern prison conditions. The work 
tasks, regimes and gruel(!) of the 
Victorian prisons are all sampled by the 

children. 
Combine with  Citizenship and spend 

an afternoon planning and debating 

the perfect democracy versus the 

perfect dictatorship or  choose 

another debating topic.  

Cost: £6.50 per child (for a 

morning or afternoon). 

£9 per child (for a full day) 

Outreach available 

 

Oakham Castle is one of the longest continually running courts in 

the country. We can sweep through history spanning Medieval, 

Tudor, and Victorian crime and punishment, or focus on a 

particular area of study in our Victorian Court. Citizenship rights 

and responsibilities complete the day  -  you can pick from a range 

of National Curriculum suggested activities.  
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